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▪ The presentations/slide decks may include data on investigational uses of compounds and indications currently under 

investigation and/or that have not been approved by the relevant regulatory authorities. The information presented and 

discussed is for non-promotional, scientific and educational purposes and intended for qualified healthcare professionals 

only. It is strictly forbidden to copy, share, change, or use any part of the presentations/slide decks, without the prior 

written consent of Novartis. 

▪ Novartis cannot, and is not intended to, make individual patient treatment recommendations. A treatment decision has to 

be made by the treating physician on a case-by-case basis after careful evaluation of the associated benefits and risks.

▪ Any data about non-Novartis products are based on publicly available information at the time of presentation.

▪ Please treat all (non-public) information as confidential and do not communicate or exchange such information with any 

others until the information is in the public domain.

▪ Permissions for all content within this material have been received from each copyright holder. Separate use, adaptation, 

and/or translation requires application for specific use permissions from each copyright holder. Exceptions to the 

requirement of obtaining permissions may apply when graphics are recrafted to have a distinctively different look and 

feel than the original. 

Disclaimer
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Molecular Alterations in Cancer
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Biomarker development is accelerating
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Available targeted medicines – Solid tumours
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Precision medicine is enabled by molecular profiling
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Precision oncology helps improve patient outcomes
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HKBCF x Novartis:
Gene Testing Financial Assistance Program

ACT Genomics 

•ACTDrug® +

•ACTMonitor® Breast

•ACTOnco® +

Hong Kong Molecular 

Pathology Diagnostic 

Centre

• Cancer Hotspot NGS Panel

• PIK3CA Hotspot Mutation Test 
(Blood)

• PIK3CA Hotspot Mutation Test 
(Tissue)

Hong Kong 

Sanatorium & 

Hospital

•PIK3CA by Sanger 
sequencing

•PIK3CA by NGS

•Somatic Breast Cancer 
Panel by NGS

Lucence Diagnostics

•Liquid HALLMARK

•Liquid MARK Breast

•Liquid MARK single 
PIK3CA gene

•Tissue 500

•Tissue HALLMARK

•Tissue MARK Breast

•Tissue MARK single 
PIK3CA gene

Roche

•FoundationOne CDx

•FoundationOne Liquid 
CDx

University Pathology 

Service, CUHK

•cfDNA PIK3CA test

•CUHK Somatic Mutation 
v3 Test for Solid Cancers 
(Tissue)

•Focused Mutation Panel 
for solid cancers (Tissue)

•PIK3CA gene hotspot 
mutation detection (Exon 
7, 9 and 20)

•Roche Avenio
surveillance mutation 
panel for solid cancers on 
peripheral blood (197 
genes)

•small RNA fusion panel 
(15 genes)
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UK 100,000 Genomes Project
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UK Genomic Medicine Service
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UK NHS Genomic Medicine Service 
Regions
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Example NGS Report



Thank You
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HKBCF x Novartis:
Gene Testing Financial Assistance Program

ACT Genomics 

•ACTDrug® +
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Pathology Diagnostic 
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panel for solid cancers on 
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genes)

•small RNA fusion panel 
(15 genes)
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▪ Before the availability of alpelisib, standard therapies available for HR+/HER2- ABC do not require any

molecular or genetic testing prior to treatment, hence precision medicine is not reflexive for most BC

clinicians

▪ Low awareness on the prognostic value of PIK3CA mutation testing for breast cancer patients and how

different genetic mutations can impact patient response to available treatments

▪ PIK3CA mutation testing is readily available through commercially available laboratories and in select

government hospital pathology laboratories

▪ Clinicians in private sector may opt to choose small or large panel NGS testing for affordable patients,

resulting in patients being identified with PIK3CA mutation beyond HR+/HER2- aBC

▪ Government wide frontline testing using small panel (~52 gene) NGS will be rolled out for lung cancer in

2023 in phases, while plans for this in other solid tumour types are in discussion but pending

Overview of the Hong Kong market
Background information and hands on experience



▪ When and how to test?

▪ What genes would be important to test in breast cancer moving forward?

▪ What genes would you include in a dedicated breast cancer panel?

▪ Best case sharing and learnings from UK on PIK3CA mutation testing and

reimbursement of alpelisib

Proposed Topics to Discuss



Proposed Panel Discussion Questions

▪ Considering the prognostic value of PIK3CA mutation for patients in breast 
cancer, should we be testing for it upon initial diagnosis rather than just for 
treatment decision in advanced setting?

▪ Breast cancer is highly heterogeneous, how can we better characterize the 
genomic profile or incorporate genetic testing into routine clinical practice for 
better patient outcomes?

▪ How can oncologists and pathologists work together to improve patient 
outcomes?
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