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Objectives

ÅTo discuss the layers of the GI tract in which GI mesenchymal tumors 
tend to arise.

ÅTo discuss several types of GI mesenchymal tumors, with emphasis on 
their location and depth in the GI tract.

Å¢ƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ άŜȄƻǘƛŎέ ƭŜǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ



The Secret

ÅDiagnosing GIT mesenchymal tumors is really about knowing which 
tumors live in which layers

ÅFor example, inflammatory fibroid polyp (with PDGFRAmutations) is 
in the submucosa whereas GIST (also with PDGFRAmutations) is in 
the muscularis propria
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Inflammatory Myofibroblastic Tumor (IMT)

ÅtǳƭƳƻƴŀǊȅ ƭŜǎƛƻƴǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƛƴŦƭŀƳƳŀǘƻǊȅ ǇǎŜǳŘƻǘǳƳƻǊέ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
recognized for many years and regarded as part of a spectrum of 
ƭŜǎƛƻƴǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇƭŀǎƳŀ ŎŜƭƭ ƎǊŀƴǳƭƻƳŀǎέ 

ÅSubsequently, similar tumors were described in the abdomen and 
other soft tissue sites.
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